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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

‘What convoy
was about

Re: Uneasy détente over
Freedom Convoy endures
for conservatives,
Catherine Lévesque, Jan. 28
Melanie Paradis makes
the extremely important
point that gets lost on so
many post-mortems on the
trucker convoy: that the
Freedom Convoy did not
come out of nowhere. “It was
the ‘physical manifestation’
of agrowing of frustra-
‘tions that had been bubbling
up in multiple areas of the
country, she said, and were
exacerbated by COVID-19
measures and mandates.”
Many Canadians, myself
and many friends and family
included, already struggled
with the exclusionary pol-
itics of Justin Trudeau since
his election. With the overly
restrictive COVID measures
dictating what we could and
couldn’t do, we reached the
Dreaking point. This is what
‘the convoy was about. People
were simply fed up. They felt
they had no voice to air their
frustrations. The truckers
gave them a voice that they
otherwise wouldn’t have
had.

That the truckers eould
not meet with Justin Tru-
deau was unfortunate. But
it was clear from the start
that he wouldn't meet with
them. His name-calling and
refusing to meet with them
ing of a
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As the digital disruption continues to affect the health of news outlets, Tony Loffreda writes it's vital
that ing is done free and i p i

David versus
Goliath

A battle for
journalism
fairness online

ToNy LOFFREDA

espresso and my morning

news. Perusing various news
outlets and reading articles on-
line is part of my daily morning
routine. Like many Canadians, T
‘access most of my news these days
online and, unlike many years ago,
we get our news in real-time now,
asithappens.

The internet has certainly be-
come the place where Canadians
consume most of their news,
whether it be via traditional news
outlets or the sites of digital giants
like Facebook and Google. Be-
cause of this consumer shift from
print to online news, some argue
that the well-being of journalism
is threatened by the prevalent
spread of misinformation and dis-
information. Indeed, recent polls
have shown that almost half of
Canadians question the accuracy
and truth of the information they
receive from news organizations.
‘Thisis a troubling statistic.

Just over a year ago, Statistics
Canada also reported that “the
operating revenue of Canadian
newspaper publishers declined to
$2.1 billion in 2020, down 21.9 per
cent from 2018 This downward
trend has been happening for sev-
eral years already and the pan-
demic has aggravated the situa-
tion. More and more news outlets,
incuding community-based news-
papers, are shutting down. Nine
major urban daily newspapers
have stopped printing their Mon-
day editions since October, in part
because of lost ad revenues to tech
giants.

It's no secret news organizations
are struggling to keep up with in-
dustry shifts and to revamp their
business model while remaining
financially viable (without govern.
ment intervention). As the United
Nations reported last summer,
“the major shift of advertising rev-
enue to social media and search

Ibegin most days with a good

engines over the past decade and
the growth in the power of internet
companies controlling advertising
technology have further eroded
the economic foundations for
news media pluralism, facilitated
media capture, weakened diversity
in news content and made it more
difficult for news providers to re-
sist other pressures.”

To help remedy this situation,
the federal government tabled Bill
C-18, the Online News Act, mod-
elled on Australian legislation.
Like Bill C-11, the Online Stream-
ing Act, Bill C-18 has generated
much interest among parlia-
mentarians, news outlets, digital
giants, and other concerned stake-
holders, and both bills are current-
Iy before the Senate.

Bill C-18 seeks to establish a new
framework to ensure fairness in

P

outlet must be a “member of a rec-
ognized journalistic association
and follows the code of ethics of
a recognized journalistic associ-
ation or has its own code of ethics
whose standards of professional
conduct require adherence to the
recognized processes and princi-
ples of the journalism profession,
including fairness, independence
and rigour in reporting news and
handling sources.”

‘The House also amended the eli-
gibility criteria to ensure that jour-
nalists who own or are a partner
in the news business count toward
the two-employee minimum eligi-
bility requirement. This change is
particularly important to smaller
ethnie and rural “mom and pop”
publishers.

Of course, like any piece of legis-
lation, Bill C18 is not a slam-dunk.
On the one hand, publishers are
calling for swift passage because
online platforms are not adequate-
ly compensating them for the
content journalists have created.
On the other hand, digital giants
strongly object on the premise that
the regulatory framework does not
properly account for the value they
provide to publishers and journal-

the Canadian digital news market-  ists.
place and for i Tocal where you land on
news businesses, including rural  the issue, there is no doubt that the
and remote news organizations, ~digital disruption is a real problem
by ensuring that news media and for journalism in general and trad-

journalists receive fair compensa-

MORE AND MORE
NEWS OUTLETS
.. ARE SHUTTING
DOWN.

tion for their work. More precisely,
digital news intermediaries such
as search engines or social media
services will be able to negotiate
agreements with Canadian media
to authorize them to disseminate
Canadian media content on their
platforms.

In October, Abacus Data con-
ducted a poll on C-18, commis-
sioned by Google Canada, and
found that “large majorities be-
lieve it is important that the legis-
lation ensures eligible news out-
lets follow journalistic standards
and ethics, that local news is pro-
tected and given the resources to
continue to operate but they also
want search engines like Google
Search to continue to work and
perform the way they do now.”

Our colleagues in the House of
Commons made several important
amendments to the bill. A news

itional news outlets, particularly
local and ethnic newspapers with
limited financial means and de-
creasing advertising dollars. Is the
Online News Act the solution? It
‘might very well be. The Senate will
be seized with this issue during
the coming session, and T know we
will have great debates both in the
chamber and in committee.

One thing is certain: something
is needed to ensure we have a free
and independent press that con-
tinues to seek the truth, that re-
mains accurate in its reporting,
and that upholds the principles of
reliability and objectivity. We may
take that for granted, but it is cru-
cial to a well-functioning democ-
racy in helping its citizens make
informed decisions about import-
ant issues.

As the UN wrote, “if independ-
ent public interest media cannot
survive — let alone thrive — dis-
information will flourish, journal-
ists will be further imperilled and
societies’ right to information will
be undermined.”

Special to Postmedia News
Tony Loffreda is a member of the
standing Senate committee on bank-
ing, trade and the economy and the
‘national finance committee.
He was a vice-chairman and
executive at RBC.

prime

minister.

Unfortunately then, our
frustration remains. At this
point, all we can hope for
is that we have an election

soon.
Patricia Maloney, Ottawa

Childcare
concerns

Re: Government monopoly
in childeare is not progress,
Matthew Lau, Jan. 25

Matthew Lau’s synopsis
of the new federal child-
care program was spot on.
The three provinces he ref-
erenced have each taken
different approaches to im-
plementation, but face the
same challenge. There aren'’t
enough qualified staff to
keep all existing childcare
centres running at full cap-
acity, let alone to staff new
spaces.

In Ontario, this has been
a problem since the last at-
tempt at a government mon-
opoly on care: the introduc-
tion of the so-called full-day
kindergarten program in
public schools, or FDK. FDK
created a mass migration of
early childhood educators
from licensed childcare cen-
tres into the public school
system. Childcare centres
have faced severe staffing
shortages ever since.

FDK also created a two-ti-
er system of care for children
3.8 to five years old. Those
whose families can afford
o send them to a licensed
childcare centre for kinder-
garten get personalized care
in a highly regulated en-
vironment, which includes
a hot meal and two snacks.
Children from families with
lower incomes are forced
into government-run FDK
where they get shorter hours
of care, larger group sizes,
and are not protected by the
Child Care and Early Years
Act. They have to bring their
own lunch. They may even
have a lengthy school bus
commute, because of govern-
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ment policies that incentiv-
ize the consolidation of more
children into fewer public
schools.

Soon after its introduc-
tion, families in govern-
ment-run FDK who needed
care for their children be-
yond the abbreviated sched-
‘ule offered by public schools,
were required to pay “wrap-
around” fees so their chil-
dren could start earlier and
stay later. Often, these fees
were close to what the family
would have been paying for
an extended day of care at
their local childcare centre,
over 1,000 of which closed in
the first five years of the FDK
rollout.

e current iteration of
the federal childcare pro-
gram is likely to produce
a similar result across the
country, including thou-
sands of centre closures. Tax-
payers and the families who
use the program will wind
up paying more and more
for it, while all children will
wind up getting less and less.
_Andrea Hannen, executive
director, Association of
Day Care Operators of Ontario

Wrecking ball
syndrome

Re: Trudeau's amateurish
government, Diane Francis,
Jan.25

Justin Trudeau excels at
appointing people to signifi-
cant positions who are in-
fected by the terrible disease
1 call the “wrecking ball syn-
drome.” There was the for-
mer governor general who
mistakenly wanted to re-
invent the governor generals
job. Now it is Isabelle Hud-
on, appointed CEO of the
Business Development Bank
of Canada (BDC), a Crown
corporation providing ven-
ture capital and advisory ser-
vices to small enterprises.

One of Hudons first pri-
orities at BDC was to hire
McKinsey for §5 million to
remake BDC from scratch.
What an egregious abuse
and misuse of public funds.
Just imagine how many
entrepreneurs could have
Denefited from the $5 mil-
lion. Hudon also had her
chauffeur flown twice from
Montreal to Vancouver at
taxpayers’ expense. I guess
taxis were not good enough.
AIl of this is reprehensible
Dehaviour by a CEO running
a public institution. Hudon
is another wrecking ball who
should be shown the door.
‘William Kennedy,
Kingston, Ont.

Disciplining
children

Re: Spanking is alread
“banned’ enough asit s,
Chris Selley, Jan. 26 (online)

Chris Selley writes that
“the marginal harm of
spanking as circumscribed
Dy the Supreme Court in
2004 ... isn't even the same
universe as a child being
taken away from his or her
parents, however imperfect
they are (within limits, of
course)”

Parents ought to be able
1o raise their children as
they see fit (within limits,
of course). And those Limits
are appropriately defined in
Section 43 of the Criminal
Code. Many parents believe
they have the responsibility
to discipline their children,
not out of anger, but out of
a desire to protect and train
them to be good citizens.

There is no evidence that
spanking within the bound-
aries of Section 43 causes
negative behaviour in chil-
dren. The government can
never replace parents in the
life of a child and must not
try to do so by legislating
how children ought to be
raised.

Daniel Zekveld, Ottawa



