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SEVEN THINGS YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT CHILD CARE IN ONTARIO 
 

1) PARENTAL CHOICE IMPROVES THE QUALITY 
AND LOWERS THE COST OF CHILD CARE 

Choice isn’t just about there being a local child care 
program or provider that suits a parent’s work schedule 
or budget. It’s also about being able to easily change 
providers if things don’t work out, or if your family’s 
needs or circumstances change. Competition not only 
helps keep all licensed child care programs performing 
at their peak, it forces them to keep asking “what can 
we do to keep improving the services we offer families?”  

 
2) ALL LICENSED CHILD CARE PROGRAMS 

FOLLOW THE SAME PROVINCIAL REGULATIONS 
Ontario’s licensed child care system is comprised of 
child care centres and home child care agencies. All 
licensed child care programs must follow the same 
regulations and adhere to the same standards.  
 

3) THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION REGULATES AND 
LICENSES CHILD CARE CENTRES 

Regulations and standards are established and 
enforced by the Ontario Ministry of Education through 
the inspection and licensing processes. 

 
4) APPROXIMATELY 25% OF ALL OF ONTARIO’S 

LICENSED CHILD CARE CENTRES ARE RUN AS 
SMALL BUSINESSES.  

Commercial child care centres are most often run as 
small businesses. While all of them employ Registered 
Early Childhood Educators (RECEs), many are also 
RECE-owned.  

 
5) MUNICIPALITIES RECEIVE PROVINCIAL FUNDING 

TO HELP FAMILIES COVER THEIR CHILD CARE 
COSTS 

The Ministry of Education provides funding to 
municipalities to help families who qualify for fee 
subsidy cover some or all of their child care costs. Since 
municipalities are allowed to own and operate licensed 
child care programs, they may opt to direct families in  
 

receipt of fee subsidy to their own centres, rather than 
letting parents choose. 

 
6) MUNICIPAL POLICIES MAY LIMIT ACCESS TO 

LICENSED CHILD CARE, EVEN FOR FAMILIES 
WHO CAN AFFORD TO PAY FOR IT 

The Child Care and Early Years Act (CCEYA) allows 
municipalities to weigh in on whether or not the 
provincial Ministry of Education should license or 
relicense any given child care centre in their area. Since 
this process occurs without any public disclosure  
requirements, municipal councils and families may not 
even be aware that municipal employees are  
artificially limiting the licensed child care choices 
available in certain neighbourhoods.  

 
7) JUST BECAUSE AN EARLY LEARNING PROGRAM 

IS IN A SCHOOL DOESN’T MEAN IT WILL BE 
“FREE” 

Early learning programs delivered directly by local 
school boards are not subject to the same regulations 
and standards as licensed child care programs. And, 
most school boards charge families additional fees for 
“wrap-around” care, despite the fact that school boards 
are already fully funded by taxpayers. These additional 
fees are usually very close to what independent 
licensed child care programs charge families for 12 
hours of care. 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

TAKE ACTION: 
Attend a Consultation session in your area: 
https://www.ontario.ca/page/consultation-early-
years-and-child-care-strategy 
 
Read the Ministry discussion paper & share your 
comments at: CCGE_modernization@ontario.ca 
 

Complete the online survey. 

https://www.ontario.ca/page/consultation-early-years-and-child-care-strategy
https://www.ontario.ca/page/consultation-early-years-and-child-care-strategy
mailto:CCGE_modernization@ontario.ca
https://www.ontario.ca/form/early-years-and-child-care-strategy
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ABOUT THE THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION CONSULTATIONS ON CHILD CARE 

 
The provincial Ministry of Education is currently is seeking 
input from families about child care access, 
responsiveness, affordability and quality. The provincial 
government is also meeting with other “stakeholder” 
groups that have a financial interest in limiting your access 
to licensed child care. Some of these groups are pushing 
for a wholly government-run system, leaving parents no 
real choice and no real say in what their children learn, or 
how they’re treated. Some would like to ban small 
business owners from running licensed centres, even 
though research from across Canada shows that such 
bans inevitably lead to fewer child care spaces and fewer 
options for families. While we offer you some ideas related 
to these concepts, it is vitally important that you share 
your own experiences at both the in-person and online 
consultation sessions.  
 
WHO WE ARE & WHAT WE BELIEVE 
The Association of Day Care Operators of Ontario 
(ADCO) represents independent licensed child care 
programs across the province. Some of our members run 
their centres as businesses, some run them as not-for-
profit corporations. Some serve hundreds of families in a 
variety of locations, but most are owner-operated and 
serve a single neighborhood or local community. We 
believe that every family is unique and that not every 
licensed centre is right for every child. We believe that 
parents need a wide variety of regulated child care 
options, so they can make choices that fit their lifestyle, 
values and budget.  
 
ACCESS 
The fastest, most efficient way for the Province to improve 
access to regulated child care is to make it easier for 
existing centres to expand and for new centres to open. 
Ontario families need licensed child care programs in as 
many locations as possible, operating on diverse 
schedules, and run by a diverse range of providers, not 
just by public schools.  
TIP: Why did you select your child care program? Was it 
location? The services offered? The hours? The fees? 
 

RESPONSIVENESS 
When a wide variety of providers, including businesses, 
employers, cultural and community groups, are welcomed 
into the licensed child care system, new services emerge 
in response to families’ needs and all providers have to 
keep working hard to maintain parents’ trust. No one 
entity, not even government, should ever be allowed to 
have a monopoly on child care. 
TIP:  How do your experiences with your child care 
program compare to any you’ve had with a government 
agency, or a public school? If your child has special 
needs, how responsive is your local school board? 
 
AFFORDABILITY 
Part of why licensed child care is so expensive is because 
municipalities have been allowed to drive up the cost of 
providing it by adding their own rules and regulations on 
top of those already enforced by the Ministry of Education. 
Municipalities are also allowed to set their own rules about 
how they allocate the taxpayer dollars set aside for fee 
subsidies. 
TIP: Ask the Ministry of Education when it will set 
province-wide policies to force municipalities to cut the 
bureaucratic red tape that drives up child care costs, 
prevents new centres from opening, and leaves children 
languishing on fee subsidy wait lists for months or years. 
 
QUALITY 
We all count on the Ministry of Education to set and 
enforce standards related to the safety, maintenance, and 
hygiene of child care centres, as well as the learning 
outcomes children will achieve at various stages of 
development. Beyond these standards, however, quality 
boils down to parents being able to access a program that 
is the right fit for a given child’s temperament and needs, 
that is close to home or work, and that is open when they 
need it.   
TIP:  What is it that sets your child care centre apart from 
others you may have considered? Is parental choice 
important, or is child care quality one-size-fits-all?   


